
11/5/15 

Questions to guide the discussion at the 11/10/15 Super LAC Meeting (Garden City, Manhasset, and 

North Shore) with Mr. Dennis Tompkins, Commissioner Elia’s Chief of External Affairs: 

Suggested viewing prior to our meeting: 
http://nccss.ss.syntaxcom.com/Assets/Presentations/1_Education_on_Long_Island_-_Dr_Famularo_-
_Feb_6_2015%282%29.pdf?t=635588325427430000 
 

1. How will the recent federal guidelines concerning the impact of standardized testing in public 

schools affect the actions and positions of the Commissioner and State Education Department? 

 

2. Due to the state’s previous focus on compliance with Race to the Top and the hasty roll-out of 

the Common Core Learning Standards and the related assessments, our communities’ 

perception of the State Education Department has changed from being one of educational 

advocate to educational adversary. How will the Commissioner turn this around? 

 

3. To understand why so many parents on Long Island opted out their children from the 2015 tests 

and are already talking about opting them out of the 2016 assessments, the Commissioner must 

understand Long Island. How can we help the Commissioner to better understand this region 

and what factors are driving parents to opt their children out of tests? 

 

4. New York is an extremely diverse state. The “One Size Fits All” approach to improving schools 

for all children does not fit well with local communities’ educational expectations. How can we 

work with the Commissioner to preserve the uniqueness of our respective school communities, 

recognize statewide concerns yet still respect the deeply enshrined principle of community 

control of its schools? 

 

5. Are the state assessments trying to measure too much? The strict coupling of test results with 

teacher and principal evaluations erodes community trust. What steps will the Commissioner 

take to restore confidence in the APPR process? 

 

6. We are delighted that the Commissioner has invited New Yorkers to comment on the Common 

Core Learning Standards with an online survey. Because of its comprehensiveness, parents have 

found the survey intimidating and cumbersome. How can parents feel they have a voice in the 

process? 

 

7. Given the fiscal pressures constraining school districts, how can the Commissioner fight most 

effectively to secure the needed funding to maintain the excellence of our schools? 

 

  

http://nccss.ss.syntaxcom.com/Assets/Presentations/1_Education_on_Long_Island_-_Dr_Famularo_-_Feb_6_2015%282%29.pdf?t=635588325427430000
http://nccss.ss.syntaxcom.com/Assets/Presentations/1_Education_on_Long_Island_-_Dr_Famularo_-_Feb_6_2015%282%29.pdf?t=635588325427430000

